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Minutes:  Meeting to Discuss [Children’s Network Policy 
Council] 

 

 
Date, time, and 
place 

Date: February 22, 2006 
Time: noon 
Place: County Government Center, 385 N. Arrowhead Ave., 5th Floor, Citrus 
Room, San Bernardino 

 
Attendees Charles Adams, Community Action Partnership 

Jeff Broyde, Public Defender 
Margaret Easley, Public Health 
Gerald Farber, Public Defender 
Jim Felten, Public Health 
Dr. Eric Frykman, Public Health 
Ron Griffin, Preschool Services 
Linda Haugan, Human Services 
Honorable James McGuire 
Susan Melanson, Children’s Network 
Clark Morrow, Sheriff’s Department 
Kent Paxton, Children’s Network 
George Post, Probation Department 
Allan Rawland, Department of Behavioral Health 
Ed Rowe, Children’s Network 
Rebecca Stafford, Children’s Network 
Julian Weaver, County Superintendent of Schools 
Jennifer Ward, Foster Youth Services Yes Center 
Jake Galles, Foster Youth Services Yes Center 
Alicia Hooton, Foster Youth Services Yes Center 
Shawn Mitsky, Foster Youth Services Yes Center 
Kristen Carter, Foster Youth Services Yes Center 
Jessica Kunkler, Foster Youth Services Yes Center 
Veronica Hilton, Department of Children’s Services – ARD 
Sandra Bethea, First 5 San Bernardino 
Sandy Harmsen, Workforce Development Department 
Tammy Williams, Children’s Network 

 
Approval of 
previous 
minutes 

Judge McGuire welcomed everyone and self-introductions were made.  A 
motion was made to approve the agenda as it was submitted.  A motion was 
made to approve the January minutes as submitted. 
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Topics 
discussed 

The table below identifies the topics discussed in the meeting and the person 
who led each discussion. 

  
Topic Discussion Leader 

Approval of Agenda McGuire 
Approval of January Minutes McGuire 
Children’s Fund Report Stafford 
Foster Youth Resource Center, 
VISTA Volunteers 

Weaver 

Youth Employment Harmsen 
Discussion/Action Requested to 
forward a recommendation to the 
Board of Supervisors declaring April 
2006 Child Abuse Prevention Month 

Melanson 

Discussion/Action Requested 
regarding the status of Wraparound 
Services for Children and Youth 

Paxton/Cimbalo/Hilton 

Other All 
Public Comment All 

 
Key points:  
Children’s 
Fund Report 

The following highlights were given: 
• Rebecca Stafford reported Children’s Fund has been set-up to get a 

portion of the Campbell’s Soup sales, so far received $23,000. 
• Jack Brown of Stater Brothers has set Children’s Fund up with 

Pepsico on the International level and has mentioned Children’s Fund 
can make up to $100,000.  Rebecca encouraged everyone to buy 
Pepsico products. 

• Another activity Children’s Fund staff is working on is the silent 
auction for the “Fontana RaceFest” presented by Stater Bros. and 
Pepsi.  Jack Brown has arranged for the proceeds to go to Children’s 
Fund. 

• Rebecca mentioned her staff would be at the racetrack on February 
23rd, 5 to 9 p.m., come out and enjoy them for the event. 

 
Key points: 
Foster Youth 
Resource 
Center, VISTA 
Volunteers 

The following highlights were given: 
• Julian Weaver introduced the youth giving the presentation and Shaun 

Zigler, Manager of Foster Youth Services. 
• The Vista Volunteers distributed a folder with details on their 

organization.  They also presented a power point presentation. 
• Foster Youth Services deals primarily with youth placed through DCS 

(Department of Children’s Services) and Probation in Group Homes 
that may need supportive services to get out on their own. 

• The young adults here today are from Americorp; just out of college 
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living at the poverty level and decided to develop some needed 
services for youth in the desert. 

• Some steps they took were a needs assessment, see where there at that 
time, set a timeline, initiate an advisory group, identify gaps to be 
filled, review mission statement, and ways to become sustainable.  
They are looking at Grants to keep them sustainable. 

• They had a service faire, so youth could come and see what they 
might be interested in.  The youth signed up for classes.  There was 
follow-up made to the group home providers, when the youth did not 
show up at the class. 

• They announced their Grand Opening on April 6th, and it will be 
advertised.  The intent is to reach out to foster youth in regular group 
homes, high schools, and foster parent associations. 

• It was mentioned most of their funding comes through the County 
Superintended of Schools. 

• Allan Rawland mentioned that the MHSA (Mental Health Services 
Act) plan is in Sacramento for this county and has some funding set 
aside for transitional youth.  Many of these youth will have behavioral 
problems, needing connections to other services.  Allan stated the RFP 
(Request for Proposal) would be going out this Spring.   

• Julian mentioned he has met with the youth once every two weeks to 
make sure they stay on track. 

• The role of the Advisory Council is to meet quarterly and ensure the 
center runs smoothly. 

• With additional funding they plan to hire a; Program Director, 
Emancipation Counselor, and save some funding for legalities. 

• As far as rules and regulations, they operate the same as group homes, 
three strikes you are out. 

• Through the Needs Assessment they identified the needs most 
important to the youth they serve as; job placement, credits for GED, 
affordable housing, clothing, food, and supply bank, and dress for 
success job interviews.   

• Some other items youth mentioned they needed help on were; seal 
court records, filling out applications for banks and college, writing a 
resume, how to get Government Assistance, and how to locate your 
birth certificate and social security number. 

• The youth are given an exit interview and their progress tracked.  
They offer a variety of classes, and referrals. 

• Allan Rawland mentioned DBH (Department of Behavioral Health) 
has a contract with many group homes for full scope Medi-Cal that 
covers behavioral health services treatment.  He suggested Shawn 
Zigler contact Leslie Bloom. 

• Question asked is this a pilot?  Response, Yes.  Would like to replicate 
it in 2 other areas of the County. 

• The young adults developed a very comprehensive database, which 
could help reflect outcomes. 
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• Everyone was invited to the next Advisory Council meeting, April 6th 
4 to 7 p.m.  Brochures were left. 

 

 
Key points: 
Youth 
Employment 

The following highlights were given: 
• Kent mentioned he is on the Youth Council and the WIA (Workforce 

Investment Act) Board that focuses on employment for youth. 
• Workforce Development is handled through another County 

Department and that is why Sandy Harmsen is here today. 
• Sandy Harmsen mentioned they have 3 one-stop centers in the County 

and serve youth 14 to 18 and older youth 18 to 22. 
• They have case managers that work with youth. 
• Sandy mentioned through an RFP process they have contract 

providers that work with youth that teach skills building, etc. 
•  Sandy stated at each center they see 7,000 to 8,000 people at each 

center and of that number only 300 to 400 are youth up to the age of 
22.   

• The case managers working with the youth have found it challenging 
to get the youth to participate.  They have made repeated attempts and 
offered a range of supportive services to get the youth involved. 

• Sandy stated they must hit the 80% target for the funding they receive. 
• Kent mentioned he has made attempts in the past to link the various 

departments together that serve transitional age youth, since some of 
those departments might be serving the same youth.  The RFP process 
could be better, and could be better coordination of One Stop Centers. 

• Kent has set up a Meeting on March 14th at 1 p.m. at his office, 
County Government Center, 385 N. Arrowhead Ave., and 2nd Floor, 
San Bernardino.  The purpose will be to get better linkages with 
departments serving the youth. 

• One question asked, What incentive were the youth given?  Response, 
gift certificates, the use of computers, job site access, access to copy, 
fax machines, and telephones. 

 
Key points: 
Discussion/ 
Action 
Requested to 
forward a 
recommendatio
n to the Board 
of Supervisors 
declaring April 
2006 Child 
Abuse 
Prevention 

The following highlights were given; 
• Susan Melanson referred everyone to the Draft Resolution in his or 

her agenda packets.  Please let her know if there is any department 
missing. 

• The Shine the Light on Child Abuse Awards Breakfast is on March 
23rd and not on March 29th.  The original date had to be changed due 
to the lifetime advocate Debi Faris-Cifelli could not make that date. 

• Everyone received a listing of the other honorees for the breakfast.   
• Some Head Start children will be there performing. 
• The theme this year will be it only takes a minute.   
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Month • The tickets are available for $10.  All were encouraged to come to this 
very worthy event. 

• A motion was made to have the First District carry the Resolution. 
• Susan next referred everyone to the save the date card on, “The 

Happiest Baby & Toddler on the Block”, on May 5th, 8:30 a.m. to 
noon at Loma Linda University Children’s Hospital, Wong Kerlee 
Center.  The workshop is free.  Susan is working on setting up buses 
for transportation.  The workshop is geared to parents’ needs, but 
professionals are welcomed. 

•  

 
Key points: 
Discussion/ 
Action 
Requested 
regarding the 
Status of 
Wraparound 
Services for 
Children and 
Youth 

The following highlights were given: 
• Kent introduced Veronica Hilton the expert on Wraparound Services 

from DCS. 
• Judge McGuire invited Veronica to attend the Mental Health Court 

meeting in Rancho Cucamonga. 
• Veronica mentioned in September she would be coming back asking 

for approval on 5 contracts to open a pilot in the San Bernardino city 
area. 

• In 2002 ending in July 2005, 93 children were in hospital placements 
that were not necessary, but were waiting for appropriate placements. 

• Veronica mentioned that they focused first on children with the most 
severe cases through a community team, made up of county agencies, 
parents, relatives, school, faith based, etc. 

• The families going through the process were surveyed afterwards 
were asked, if the process was beneficial?   They were also asked what 
impact was felt? 

• Veronica mentioned the contract providers they are currently working 
with are; EMQ, Lutheran Social Services, South Coast Children 
Services, Morongo Basin Mental Health Services, and Victor 
Community Services. 

• The providers were all open to service as of February 1st, but were 
starting out slow due to being new, except for EMQ. 

• Judge McGuire mentioned he is involved with setting up the Mental 
Health Court for youth, and sees that many could be helped with 
wraparound services.  Most of the children are 300’s or 602’s.  Many 
are at risk for group home placement. They have a pilot, where a 
vendor works intensive in the home.  Veronica was invited to the next 
meeting on February 28th in Rancho Cucamonga at Department 7.   

•   

 
Key points: 
Other 

The following highlights were given: 
• Allan Rawland mentioned at the March 14th meeting for transitional 

age youth, need to make a concerted effort about one stop centers for 
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youth by blending funds and possibly developing an MOU. 
• Allan mentioned that March is National Social Work month. 
• Allan mentioned that May is National Mental Health month and they 

will be have collaborative events, one will be May 23rd, An Evening 
with the Stars. 

• Kent mentioned that there would be a meeting on March 1st at 3:30 
p.m. in the Citrus Room with Supervisor Gonzales and several 
Department heads about the City/County partnership issues. 

• Kent mentioned on April 24th there would be the School Safety 
Summit sponsored by the Gangs and Drugs Task Force.  It will be 
held at the Ontario Police Department, from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.  
Lunch will be provided.  This year no breakout sessions.  If you are 
interested in attending, contact Julian Weaver’s office. 

• Kent stated Cathy Cimbalo could not make today’s meeting, due to 
her brother passing away unexpectedly. 

• Kent announced this was Gerald Farber’s last meeting, and what a 
privilege it has been working with him.  Gerald mentioned it has been 
a pleasure and this was one of his favorite groups. 

 
Key points: 
Public 
Comment 

The following highlights were given: 
• None 

 

 
Next meeting March  22, 2006 at noon 

 
 
 


